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MONTHLY MESSAGE OF OCTOBER 25, 2019
ON THE 25TH DAY OF EACH MONTH, THE BLESSED VIRGIN GIVES A MESSAGE TO THE VISIONARY, 

MARIJA, THAT IS TO BE GIVEN TO THE WORLD.

The picture shown above was taken on a pilgrimage with  
Fr. Bill Kiel in 2016. You can read Fr. Bill’s Medjugorje story in this 
issue.  The artwork was done by a cousin of Fr. Slavko Barbaric. You 
can also read an excerpt of a talk by Fr. Slavko in this issue. 

“Dear children! Today I call 
you to prayer. May prayer be 
a balm to your soul, because 
the fruit of prayer is joy, 
giving and witnessing God 
to others – through your life. 
Little children, in complete 
surrender to God, He will take 
care of everything and will 
bless you; and your sacrifices 
will have meaning. I am with 
you and bless all of you with 
my motherly blessing. Thank 
you for having responded to 
my call.”
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On November 2, 2018 – All Souls Day, First 
Friday, and also the day Mirjana prays 
with Our Lady for unbelievers – I got 
an email from Fr. Bill Kiel asking me 

to call him. This was two days before I was 
to leave for Medjugorje, and he wanted to talk to me about 
his article for the December issue. He told me he wanted to 
write about “trust” and that he might need a little more room 
than usual. I told him he could have as much 
room as he needed. The reason Father wanted 
to write about trust was because he was in 
for the biggest trial of his life. He probably 
needed to write the article as much as we 
needed to read it! As a former teacher, I am 
sure he knew that teaching is “learning twice”.   
Father told me he had just been diagnosed 
with cancer and was still pretty much in 
shock. A few weeks prior, Father had asked 
me to pray for his eyes because he was having 
vision problems. His eye doctor assured him 
there was nothing wrong with his eyes and 
suggested he have further testing. The tests 
showed that he had lesions on his brain, so 
the doctors sent him for more testing, which 
revealed a tumor on his pancreas and spots 
on his liver. Of course I assured him of my prayers in 
Medjugorje. He said I could share this information because 
he wanted and needed prayers. 

 News spread to Medjugorje quickly and Fr. Leon had a 
Mass said for Fr. Bill at St. James two days later. I prayed my 
heart out for him while on my pilgrimage to Medjugorje. 
Our group, which included four priests, also prayed for him. 
I really thought he would be healed in the months following 
the pilgrimage. 

The chemo treatments were started right away and would 
continue for the greater part of a year. They really wiped 
out Fr. Bill, so he was never able to write the article on trust. 
I thought he might have included in his article words that 
he shared with a group of us once: “My big thing is trust. 
In speaking with someone recently, the conversation went 
from trust to the Cross, and how we should really have our 
focus on the Cross.  As we were talking, I saw the word 
‘trust.’  And if you think of the word ‘trust,’ just look at the 
Crucifix as the ‘t’ for the first letter, and the ‘t’ for the last 
letter. And if you really trust in God, and you let Him in by 
Christ, then the ‘r-u-s’ [stands for] (r) are (u) you (s) sure you 
trust???”  

As Fr. Bill carried this heavy cross this past year, with  
Our Lady by his side, I am sure he did his best to heed his 
own words on trust. I heard that he smiled when he was told 
about the day of prayer and fasting for him on October 7 
and that thousands of people would be participating. The 
hope was that he would have a miraculous recovery. But for 
a reason known to God alone, Fr. Bill died on October 6, 
the day before the prayer and fasting day. According to 
his wishes, he was buried the day after his death, which 
happened to be the feast of Our Lady of the Holy Rosary. 
How perfect for a man who loved Our Lady and the Rosary! 

Fr. Bill and Trust
By June Klins

His memorial Mass was on October 22, the feast 
day of St. John Paul II, who shared Fr. Bill’s love for 
Our Lady of Medjugorje. 

Since Fr. Bill never got to write his article on trust, I 
wanted to share what he had written previously, and was 
surprised (but not really) to find that the first article he ever 
wrote for us, for our October 2013 issue, just happened to be 
about trust! 

Open, Trust, Comprehend
“…if only you would open your hearts to me 

with complete trust, you would comprehend 
everything. You would comprehend with how 
much love I am calling you; with how much love 
I desire to change you, to make you happy; with 
how much love I desire to make you followers of 
my Son and give you peace in the fullness of my 
Son.” (Our Lady, 8/2/13)

Why is it so difficult for us to open 
ourselves in any way?  Why would it 
be difficult to open ourselves to receive 
profound, but simple, promptings from a 
voice from Heaven – words given to us that 
would help us change, be happier, more 
peaceful, and a follower of Our Lord Jesus?

Throughout our lives we go through 
routines of everyday life, not understanding why we do 
them or understand what we are doing. Some of us get to 
the point of seeking professional help to understand what 
we are experiencing or to change the way we live; we are 
always seeking to be happier and more peaceful. Sometimes 
we are helped, other times we feel we never understand 
what life is all about!

As we read in the above words, “…open your hearts to me 
with complete trust, you would comprehend everything…,” but if 
we have difficulty trusting, we need to pray for the grace to 
be open and trusting. We may need to be still and quiet and 
(listen) HEAR with the EAR in our HEART; then the T in 
heart will be the TRUST that will come to us.  Are we afraid 
to open our hearts? Why do have issues with TRUST? Many 
times I have individuals tell me it is very difficult to trust. 
Why? Just take the step beyond what is comfort to you and 
trust.  We need to be open to the love of our Blessed Mother. 
She is offering the help for us to follow Her Son and receive 
the peace of Her Son. What a PEACE!!!

During the month of October, the month of the Rosary, 
would be a time to remind ourselves that each time we pray 
the Hail Mary, we end the prayer with “holy Mary, Mother of 
God, pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our death.”

If we ask our Blessed Mother to pray for us, what are we 
doing on our part to open ourselves to Her help?  Are we 
listening to Her, trying with grace to understand what She 
is trying to do for us?  Are we trying to live in ways that will 
bring us closer to Jesus, feel His presence in our lives, and 
receive His peace? Or do we pray just for our own definite 
intentions? Let’s be open to the love of our Blessed Mother 
and Her Son, Jesus!!!  Be OPEN, TRUST, and COMPREHEND.

Editor’s note: You can read how Fr. Bill first learned to trust in 
his Medjugorje story on pp. 4-5.
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The following is an excerpt from a talk on December 7, 1986 
given by Fr. Slavko Barbaric. Fr. Slavko, who was a spiritual 
director of the visionaries, died on Mt. Krizevac (Cross Mountain) 
on November 24, 2000. The following day, Our Lady announced, 
in Her monthly message to Marija, that Fr. Slavko was in Heaven.

What does it mean to be a saint? The first quality of a saint 
is not to make somersaults in the desert, but to let oneself be 
healed of sin and become healed in one’s heart. Sin destroys; 
grace heals. In inviting us to purification, Our Lady invites 
us to saintliness, to let ourselves be healed. And when a 
heart is healed from the consequences of sin, of hate, then all 
becomes possible. For example, many people say, “I cannot 
forgive. My wound is too deep,” but when 
a heart is pure, that is – when it is humble –  
every wound can be forgiven. If we say we 
cannot forgive, and we ask ourselves the 
reason why, we should say, “I am proud and 
do not want to forgive.”

Wars and conflicts come solely because 
we are proud, because we are egoistic. 
Purification, therefore, necessitates hard 
work. It is precisely for this reason – or it is 
one of the reasons – for fasting. For when 
we fast, we see the real truth, and we also 
detach ourselves from our very being, as 
Our Lady was free from Her worldly bonds. 

A few days ago, while meditating a little 
on the love of Our Lady, a mother said, 
“When I come to think what they did to  
Our Blessed Mary, I cannot imagine how She 
could ever forgive. She was near the Cross, and knowing 
that Her Son had done no wrong, and there before Her eyes 
they crucified Him.  And Our Lady forgives.” “I cannot 
imagine,” she said, “if they had done such a thing to my 
son, what would I have done?”   Why could Blessed Mary 
forgive? Not because She was not offended, but because 
She was humble and strong in love. So this purification  

from sin, from the consequences of sin, means a pathway, a 
journey towards peace. If we want peace – and we surely do 
want it – we must let ourselves be purified.

But what do we do to be purified? Our Lady said, “You, 
dear children, are not able by yourselves, therefore I am here to 
help you.” (12/4/86)  Naturally, when we are invited to hard 
and continuous work, we must ask ourselves, “How can I 
manage to do it?”  Our Lady knows this. And it is for this 
reason She says, “I am here to help you.”  In the messages She 
repeated many times, “I have been with you for so long, to help 
you put into practice all the messages.”  So if we ask ourselves, 
“How can I, because my life is complicated – hard – I 

have never been loved – many people have 
offended me?”  We all have a story to tell, 
certainly not always easy. Our Lady says, 
“Now I am with you once more.”  This is a very 
important message – Our Lady is with us. 

Who is Our Lady? Our Lady is our 
Mother, and She is living Her maternity 
conscientiously. And as I see it, and always 
repeat, the secret of Medjugorje is that 
many who leave here have started on a 
really marvelous journey, because many 
have begun to pray, to fast, and to go to 
Confession. It was not that they had felt for 
the first time the desire to be reconciled, 
but because the Mother who is here present 
has spoken. So, the situation which has 
been created by the special presence of  
Our Lady is an atmosphere in which the 

hearts of sons and daughters more directly hear the 
invitation. I hope that in these days, all of us, as I have 
said before, can again experience Her presence, Her voice, 
Her invitation, and that we also understand Her intention. 
And now listen to the invitation. “Pray, dear children.”  Pray. 
Without prayer, nothing is possible.

Our Lady Invites Us to Saintliness

St. Philip’s Miracle 
By June Klins

During the month of November, we tend to think more 
about the afterlife than at other times of the year. I thought 
this might be a good time to share a remarkable miracle 
attributed to our patron saint this year, St. Philip Neri. 

According to the book, St. Philip Neri by Fr. V.J. Matthews, 
in January of 1583, a young man named Paolo de’ Massimi 
became ill with a fever. He was the son of a friend of  
Philip Neri. By mid-March, Paolo seemed near the point of 
death. Philip had been visiting him daily and requested to be 
sent for when the end approached. On March 16, an urgent 
message was sent for him, but Philip was saying Mass at 
the time. By the time he arrived at the house, Paolo was 
dead and his body was already being prepared for burial. 
Paolo’s father led Philip to the room, where he prayed for 
no more than eight minutes. Then he sprinkled Paolo with 
holy water, putting a little in his mouth, laid hands on his 
forehead, breathed on him, and then called his name twice. 

Amazingly, Paolo opened his eyes and began to talk. After 
Philip talked with him for about 15 minutes, Philip asked 
him if he would be willing to die and go to see his mother 
and sister in Heaven. Paolo replied in a clear voice that he 
would indeed be willing, and with Philip’s blessing, he died 
again. 

Paolo’s father and step-mother and a maid were all eye-
witnesses of this miracle. They testified that there was no 
doubt in their minds that Paolo had really died and had 
come alive again. The room where this happened was 
turned into a chapel, and every March 16th there is a special 
Mass celebrated there as “the feast of the miracle”. 

St. Philip, please pray that we always stay in the state of 
grace and do not fear death.  

“Do not forget that you will come before the Heavenly Father 
and tell Him about yourself. Be ready!” (Our Lady, 4/2/13)

As of October 25, 2019, the number of Masses reported for Our Lady’s intentions was 28,316. Thank you!

Fr. Slavko



- 4 - THE SPIRIT OF MEDJUGORJENOVEMBER 2019 

William Joseph Kiel was born on the Feast of St. Ephraem, 
June 9, 1943.  St. Ephraem was described as a man of small 
stature who, during his lifetime, was known as a great 
teacher and defender of the faith; he was called to the 
deaconate and ordained late in life.  Similarly, Fr. Bill was 
ordained into the priesthood later in life after a successful 
career as a high school biology teacher. 

Fr. Bill grew up with a family devoted to the Blessed Mother; 
he prayed the Rosary nightly with his brothers and mother, 
and was always very active in the Church.  Throughout his 
early life, he would periodically have thoughts of becoming 
a priest, but chose to continue enjoying all that the world had 
to offer: a successful career, a house and land in the country, 
dating, and money.  Over time, however, God’s call began to 
make its way deeper into Bill’s heart.  It was finally during a 
teacher’s strike at age 44 that he began to look for, and pray 
about, a “better way to make a living.”  His prayers led him 
to Saint Vincent’s Seminary in Latrobe, Pennsylvania – and 
eventually to Medjugorje.

Academically, Fr. Bill had no difficulty during 
seminary.  However, physically, he suffered.  
Fifteen years prior to entering St. Vincent’s, 
Fr. Bill had hurt his back while clearing his 
property.  Despite consulting every appropriate 
medical specialty, he suffered chronic pain 
from the bulging disc in his back and from 
very frequent, severe migraine headaches. 
Because of the back pain, though, he had 
particular difficulty reverencing the altar and 
serving at Mass.   He asked God over and over 
to heal him from his back pain – not for his 
own relief, but so that he could sit and stand 
reverently at the altar. Almost unknowingly, he 
prayed to become a holy priest.  Fr. Bill recalled 
how his prayers were answered in quite an 
unexpected manner, “I was back (home) for my 
brother’s birthday, and he said that there was 
a man that would be speaking at St. Pius Church about his 
conversion through the Blessed Mother in Fatima, Lourdes 
and Medjugorje.  He asked if I would want to go with him.  
I said, ‘Sure.’  So, I went.  After he was finished speaking, 
this man offered a Special Blessing from the Blessed 
Mother from Medjugorje to all people in the church.  The 
blessing was, ‘Receive the Blessing of the Blessed Mother 
and be filled with the Holy Spirit.’  I was sitting in the pew 
watching people receive blessings, and I saw people resting 
in the Spirit, and I thought, ‘What the heck is going on in 
this Catholic Church?  He can’t be Catholic! This just doesn’t 
happen in the Catholic Church!’” 

Fr. Bill continued, “I waited until the very end of the 
blessings because these people in the church knew I was 
in the seminary.  They knew me, and I was afraid that if I 
would go for the blessing, I would cause a scandal if this 
wasn’t a real Catholic thing.  I was nervous.  I said, ‘Okay, 
Lord, whatever You have for me; I am open to whatever.’  
The man put his hands on me, prayed for me, and the next 
thing I know, I opened my eyes and I was lying on the floor 
looking up at the ceiling lights thinking, ‘What in the world 

happened?’  I got up and was walking back to the pew and 
I kept looking at my feet because I couldn’t feel them.  I 
knew they were there, but I couldn’t feel them or the floor 
under me.  It was just like I was walking on air.  I went back 
to the seminary and went to bed, got up in the morning, 
and, for the first time in fifteen years, I had no back pain.  I 
thought, ‘Well, something must have happened last night.’”  
He realized that his prayers had been answered, and just in 
time for his ordination to the deaconate.  He was able to sit, 
stand and move about the altar reverently and without pain. 

Fr. Bill received the Sacrament of Holy Orders in May of 
1993, and was assigned to the duties of a diocesan priest.  
For over a year he continued to wonder about the events that 
were reportedly occurring half-way around the world in a 
small village between two mountains, Medjugorje.  He felt 
connected to these events; after all, he was healed through 
a blessing that had originated in that village.  Perhaps his 
lifelong devotion to the Blessed Mother was leading him in 
another direction.  Fr. Bill began to feel called to Medjugorje. 

Responding to that call, he inquired about 
joining a pilgrimage scheduled for November 
of 1994 led by the man from whom he had 
received the Special Blessing.  He not only 
joined the pilgrimage, went to Medjugorje to 
serve his fellow pilgrims as their priest and 
spiritual director, and unbeknownst to him, to 
be called into a deeper relationship of service 
to the Lord. 

Once in Medjugorje, for the first time, Fr. Bill 
had three profound spiritual experiences that 
forever changed his life.  He described this 
experience which had occurred while listening 
to the testimony of Vicka, one of the visionaries, 
“I was standing about eight feet away from her.  
Her eyes just locked into my eyes, and when 
that happened there was a feeling of warmth 
that went all through my body.  It was such a 

peaceful warmth!  At the same time that was happening, 
my lips got fiery hot, really fiery hot!  I didn’t know what 
was going on here.”  Fr. Bill pondered these happenings 
as he walked back to town to celebrate Mass at St. James.  
He questioned whether, like the prophet Isaiah, he was 
cleansed of his sins by a spiritual ember.

As the pilgrimage continued, Fr. Bill joined his group in 
climbing Cross Mountain.  While praying and climbing,  
Fr. Bill began to worry a bit.  He knew that the climb ended at 
the foot of the Cross where each pilgrim was to surrender to 
Jesus the greatest obstacle, the burden that placed distance 
between him and Christ, but he did not feel that he had any 
such burden.  Fr. Bill clearly remembered the conversation 
he had with God as he made his way up the rugged path.  
He said, “Okay, Lord, look.  I have been ordained a little 
over a year, almost a year and a half; I feel that I have been 
truly blessed.  I don’t know of any burdens that I have.  I 
don’t know of any, but if you know of a burden that I have, 
let me know and I will give it to you.”  He reached the foot 
of the Cross, looked up, and without any hesitation opened 
his mouth, “Lord, I give you my greatest burden – my lack 

This story was originally published in our July 2008 issue.
Fr. Bill Kiel

By Wendy Ripple

Fr. Bill in Tihaljina
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priests, and then he would have the priests, in turn, bless 
the people.  As he was listening, and understanding Fr. Jozo, 

Fr. Bill caught himself and said, “Kiel, 
you don’t understand Croatian!”  
Shortly thereafter, the interpreter 
appeared and explained to all exactly 
what Fr. Bill had heard in Croatian.

Fr. Jozo then directed Fr. Bill to the 
back of the church where people were 
in line to receive a blessing.  Fr. Bill 
recalled what happened next, “I start 
laying hands on people, and people start 
to rest in the Spirit.  I thought, ‘What in 
the world is happening?’  I’d blessed 
a lot of people, and they had never 
rested in the Spirit!  I finished all of the 
blessings; I had several people come up 
to me to thank me for the blessings and 
thank me for the healing that they felt 
they had received.  At that point, it was 

just an instant thought in my mind, that what I was taught 
in seminary was true.  The priest doesn’t do anything; 
God works through you as a priest.  So, all I could say to 
the people was, ‘Thank God!  All I did was pray for you!’”  
It wasn’t until actually returning home from Medjugorje, 
though, and discussing the events with others that Fr. Bill 
realized that he had been given the Gift of Healing.  In his 

heart he knew that God had given him a gift, and 
that gifts are not meant to be hidden, but to be 

shared.  Fr. Bill continued blessing people and 
began celebrating Healing Masses; a ministry 
that continues today to heal many spiritually, 
emotionally and physically. 
Fr. Bill has been to Medjugorje, now, 

eighteen times*, as spiritual director and pilgrim. 
Interestingly, though, he does not focus on the apparitions 
of the Blessed Mother, the spinning sun, the golden rosaries 
or other such supernatural phenomena.  These, he knows, 
are little gifts from God that help us to increase our faith, 
but his faith is not based on these.  He is, however, witness 
to the fruits of Medjugorje – the countless conversions 
and healings that have originated from the grace of God 
poured out onto the holy ground between two mountains.  
Fr. Bill believes, also, that the Virgin Mary, our Mother, is 
the mediator of God’s grace not only in Medjugorje, but 
everywhere!  He believes that it is Mary who has led him, 
not only to Jesus, Her Son, but to the Trinity.   

* Editor’s note: According to The Indiana Gazette, Fr. Bill had 
been to Medjugorje 43 times before his death in 2019!

Trust 
in the LORD 
with all your 

heart, on your own 
intelligence rely not 

(Pr 3:5).

of trust in you.”  He no sooner heard these words coming 
from his own mouth when he asked, “What did I just say?  
Why did I say that?” 

He stood motionless at the Cross for 
what seemed to be a very long time, long 
enough for his entire life to be replayed 
in his mind.  He saw his life in a different 
way.  He suddenly understood and 
exclaimed to himself, “Hey Kiel, you 
didn’t trust; that was the burden!”  He 
realized that all of his life he had taken 
control – as a teacher, in business, while 
building his home, and even with prayer.  
He had always asked for God’s help, 
but if God did not answer Bill’s prayers 
Bill’s way and in Bill’s time, then Bill 
took matters back into his own hands.  
Beneath that Cross, Fr. Bill for the first 
time made the connection between his 
need for control, the stress in his life, and 
the migraine headaches that he suffered for years.  He saw 
that his lack of trust harmed his spiritual well-being which 
then resulted in his physical symptoms.  At that point, 
Father Bill, by the grace of God, surrendered his ‘Type A, 
have-to-have-everything-done-yesterday’ personality.  He 
surrendered control and gave it back to God.  He prayed, 
“Lord, give me the grace to surrender my will to Your will, 
and let me put all my trust in You.”  Fr. Bill was transformed 
that day on Cross Mountain; he was renewed spiritually 
and, again, healed physically, for some months after 
the pilgrimage he suddenly realized that he had no 
more migraines.  His short prayer of surrender from 
the base of the Cross has since become a part of his 
morning offering.

The Blessed Mother had called Fr. Bill to Medjugorje; 
Her small priest had been witness and recipient to many 
miracles and graces.  In Medjugorje, he was spiritually 
purged and renewed, and physically healed. God was surely, 
in hindsight, preparing his servant to receive the challenge 
of an even greater gift – the Gift of Healing.   Fr. Bill received 
the Gift of Healing during that same pilgrimage, he believes, 
through the hands of Fr. Jozo.  His pilgrim group traveled to 
hear Fr. Jozo speak; after the talk, Fr. Jozo invited the priests 
in the audience to concelebrate Mass.  Three priests and a 
deacon joined Fr. Jozo at the altar; Fr. Bill was one of them.  
This was the only time in all of his eighteen pilgrimages that 
Fr. Jozo invited priests to concelebrate Mass!  After the Mass 
had ended, Fr. Jozo stood and began speaking in Croatian.  
Fr. Bill understood Fr. Jozo’s words that he would bless the 

“Dear children, the will and the love of the Heavenly 
Father make it so that I am among you, to – with a motherly 
love – help you have faith grow in your heart, for you to 
be able to truly comprehend the purpose of earthly life and 
the greatness of the heavenly one. My children, the earthly 
life is the way to eternity, to truth, and to life – to my Son. I 
desire to lead you on that way. You, my children – you who 
always thirst for more love, truth, and faith – need to know 
that there is only one spring from which you can drink. It is 
trust in the Heavenly Father; it is trust in His love. Abandon 

yourselves completely to His will and do not be afraid. 
Everything that is best for you, everything that leads you to 
eternal life, will be given to you. You will comprehend that 
the purpose of life is not always to want and take, but to love 
and give. You will have true peace and true love. You will be 
apostles of love. By your example, you will make it so that 
those children who do not know my Son and His love will 
come to desire to know Him. My children, apostles of my 
love, adore my Son with me and love Him above all. Always 
strive to live in His truth. Thank you.”  

Message to Mirjana on October 2, 2019

Fr. Bill blessing children near Medjugorje
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A Medjugorje Moment
By Kelly Ferrell

In the middle of May 2019, my friend Katie and her 
daughter and I traveled to Medjugorje. This would be my 7th 
pilgrimage and Katie and Madison’s first. We were staying 
with Ivan, the visionary, and from his pansion there is a 
clear yet distant view of Mt. 
Krizevac. There were maybe 
19 in our total group, and on 
our second-to-last evening, 
a handful of us were sitting 
outside chatting and sharing 
different experiences from the past week. Some were 
discussing a photo one from our group took of the Cross 
on Mt. Krizevac that, when she looked at the photo, seven 
crosses appeared instead of one. Katie was telling me how 
another member of the group had earlier seen the Cross on 
Mt. Krizevac spinning.

I’ve experienced and seen many things in Medjugorje, 
and although I’ve heard of this phenomenon happening 
in the past, I’ve never personally witnessed it myself. So 
during this time when we were all discussing experiences, 
one of the ladies yelled from outside, ‘It’s spinning!’   Soon, 
the word trickled back to our group and we all ran out. The 
Cross is very tiny from a distance and hard to view with the 
naked eye, but with the cell phone, we were able to zoom 
in and see that it was, in fact, very clearly spinning and it 
was unlike anything I had ever seen. Everyone there saw 
it, and we videotaped it and later posted it to YouTube. You 
can hear the excitement of all who watched!  It went on for 
maybe 20-25 minutes and then it clearly stopped spinning 
and returned to normal. It was exciting to witness this and 
we all saw it together… Sometimes it would even appear 
to be getting brighter, bigger… what a wonderful gift from 

Our Lord and Our Lady as we were preparing to end our 
pilgrimage.

But there is another miraculous layer to this experience 
that I failed to piece together until later. While in Medjugorje, 

I prayed for many, many people, but there was one 
person I prayed incessantly for throughout each 
and every day. His name is Bob. About a year and a 
half ago, he went into cardiac arrest and after great 
struggle and hardship recovered, but he has worn an 
LVAD ever since, which is a battery pack that keeps 

blood circulating through his body, keeping him alive until 
he could get a heart transplant.

What was amazing was that, during that time when 
the Cross was spinning and everyone was watching, my 
friend Katie ran over to me and showed me the Cross on 
her phone… AND THE CROSS WAS BEATING LIKE A 
HEART!  It lasted for four or five seconds and then went 
back to spinning!  Katie and I were the only ones to see it! 
Now WHY would only we see the Cross beat like a heart???  
How amazing! I had been praying for Bob to receive a heart 
every day all day, and there I see the Cross on the mountain 
spinning for the rest of the group, but beating for us. I now 
realize that it had to be a message from God that He had 
heard our prayers for Bob and that he would get his heart. 
And three months later he did!!!  As I write this, he has 
just gotten out of the hospital and has no problems with 
rejection!

Praise be to God!  Thank you, Jesus! Thank you, Gospa, 
for appearing to us every day for 38+ years, interceding for 
us and reminding us how much we are truly loved!  

Editor’s note: Kelly is From Chicago, IL. You can view the 
amazing video at youtube.com/watch?v=Q4SzbzeVTLQ.

A Visit to Heaven and Purgatory
faces. It was very dark and foggy and we could feel people 
struggling and suffering. Our Lady told us they need our 
prayers –  that we need to pray for them to get them out. 

Finbar: I have often heard the great suffering of the souls in 
Purgatory is that they have a total awareness of God, but are 
unable to come into the sight, into the light of God. 

Vicka: That is why Our Lady 
is asking from us to be this 
light and to pray for them, so 
they can get out of there as 
soon as possible. That is why 
Our Lady is saying we need 
to pray for them as much as 
possible, so that they can get 
to the light of Heaven sooner. 

Editor’s note: We have 
recently updated our Beginner’s 
Guide. If you would like to 
order some to distribute, please 
see page 8. 

The following was excerpted from the book Vicka…Her Story by 
Finbar O’Leary. This part of the interview followed a description 
of a trip Vicka and Jakov took with Our Lady to Heaven, Hell, and 
Purgatory. (The account is on the front cover of our Beginner’s 
Guide which we always send out to new subscribers.)

Finbar:  Did you experience the presence of God, the reality that 
you were close to God, when you were in Heaven?

Vicka:  When you are entering Heaven, you experience 
an enormous feeling of separation from this life and enter a 
special new life. You have a feeling that there is something 
pushing you in the air and can sense the difference, in how 
you feel, before and after you enter this door. 

Finbar: You didn’t have to ask St. Peter to unlock the gate?
Vicka:  No, Our Lady opened the door.

Finbar: Did you see St. Peter?
Vicka: Yes, at the right side of us. 

Finbar: Did Our Lady also take you into Purgatory or to see 
Purgatory?

Vicka:  We were able to see Purgatory. We did not go 
through Purgatory. We were just standing at the front. 
Purgatory is also one huge space. We could not see people or 
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after 6:30 a.m. Mass. It was the first daily Mass I was able to 
attend after my Aunt’s funeral and it felt good to be home 
in Denver. 

I was standing in the back of church with friends, sharing 
the sad news of last week, when a woman approached us. I 
knew that I had met her once before, but couldn’t place her 
name. She always sat about five pews behind me at daily 
Mass. 

She said, “Excuse me for interrupting, but I was praying 
last night and the Blessed Mother told me to bring this 
rosary to Mass today and give it to someone. She told me 
that when I got to church She would tell me who to give it 

to.” She looked directly at me and then said, 
“She told me during Mass to give it to you.”  

She handed the rosary to me and then 
said, “It’s from Medjugorje ...” My knees 
buckled and I began to cry. I did my best to 
tell her the story of the prior week, but I’m 
afraid that it only came out in incoherent bits 
and spurts while I wept.  

UNBELIEVABLE ... or is it? 
Just five days before, at my Aunt Pat’s 

funeral, her Pastor, Fr. John, spoke about an 
ancient Irish tradition dealing with “thin 
places.” He described them as a “place in 
time where the space between heaven and 
earth grows thin and the Sacred and the 
secular seem to meet.” 

I’m writing this story to thank our 
Blessed Mother for creating and sharing that 

unforgettable “thin place” in the back of St. Mary’s church 
this past Tuesday morning. 

You can help by sharing this story with others and let 
them know that our Mother Mary, is always there for us.  

By the way, FedEx completed the sacred journey of that 
rosary as I write this – back to Eileen in Amarillo. 

Thy will be done. 

Thank you, John, for sharing this beautiful story with us. We 
rejoice that you were touched by Our Lady in such a direct way, 
through this wonderful woman, a true daughter of Mary, who 
became Her extended hands. Praise Jesus and Mary!!

Oh, and I believe that Medjugorje is one of those “Thin Places”!!
 Cathy Nolan, www.marytv.tv

Introductory note by Cathy Nolan: There are times when we 
actually see Our Lady reach out to Her children through someone, 
almost as if they are Her extended hands. I am so happy to share a 
true story with you, as relayed by John Harpole, from Colorado, in 
which Our Lady did just that! Let us rejoice that Our Lady wants 
us to receive abundant graces and become Her extended hands in 
the restless world which longs for peace. Isn’t that the answer to 
our current woes? To reach out with the love and peace of Mary!! 

When my Aunt Pat died suddenly in Amarillo, Texas, we 
were all stunned by what some would refer to as the “end 
of her story.” But her story didn’t end there. It’s the story 
the week after her death that will send 
a warm feeling up your spine, reinforce 
your spirituality, or perhaps erode at least 
some degree of skepticism you might 
have been embracing. This story’s main 
elements include our Blessed Mother, a 
rosary and Aunt Pat. 

The day before the funeral, my Amarillo 
sister-in-law, Eileen, accompanied Aunt 
Pat’s only daughter, Missy, on what 
otherwise would have been a lonely 
mission to the mortuary. 

Missy was carrying the burden of all 
things that day, and when the funeral 
director asked her for Aunt Pat’s rosary 
to be buried with her in her hands, Missy 
drew a blank.  She didn’t think to add a 
rosary to the long list of things she was 
delivering to the funeral home that day. 

Eileen came to the rescue, not hesitating to offer up her 
own rosary. It was a special rosary from Medjugorje, given 
by a friend who had visited that very holy place. Eileen had 
carried it with her for 15 years and her constant use of it had 
actually given the chain between the beads a golden hue. 

Later that night, Eileen shared the story of the trip to the 
funeral home with me. I could tell that she was going to 
miss that rosary. I even made a mental note to track down 
another Medjugorje rosary as a replacement for her, even 
though I clearly sensed that nothing could replace the 
special significance Eileen attached to that rosary. Hers was 
a generous gift at the right time and place. 

I was reminded of that “mental note” five days later, 

Prayer Intention of Pope 
Francis for November 
Dialogue and Reconciliation 
in the Near East: That a spirit 
of dialogue, encounter, and 
reconciliation emerge in the Near 
East, where diverse religious 
communities share their lives together.

Rosaries in Medjugorje

A “Thin Place”
By John Harpole 

Our thanks to Diane Niebauer, Sue Taccone, Joan Peterson, Rose Heintzel, 
Chris Falk, Pat Berrier, Marge Spase, Peggy Chludzinski, Cindy Bielanin, 
Barb Cesare, Dianne Yochim, Peggy Smith, Estrella Igras, Darlene Wilkinson, 
Kathy Wayman, Irene and Dan Zuba, and those who want to remain anonymous 
for their help with the October mailing. We thank Stephanie Cavanaugh, 
Bonnie Nesser and Helen Bell for their photos in this issue. We also thank our 
proofreader, Pat Berrier, our webmaster, Jason Klins, and our prayer group 
administrator, Patti Millar.

Thank you for renewing
 your subscriptions this year. We appreciate you!
Thank you
 your subscriptions this year. We appreciate you!
Thank you
 your subscriptions this year. We appreciate you!
Thank you
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MARY IS CALLING YOU
On June 24, 1981 in Medjugorje, Our Lady began appearing to six 

children.  She identified Herself as the Blessed Virgin, Queen of Peace. 
Her words to the visionaries: “I have come to tell the world that God 
exists. He is the fullness of life, and to enjoy this fullness and obtain 
peace, you must return to God.”  

Today, the Blessed Mother still appears daily to three of the 
visionaries, and monthly or annually to the others. They are all now 
adults. During the apparitions, the visionaries do not react to light, 
don’t hear any sound, or react to being touched; they feel that they are 
outside of time and space. They declare to see the Blessed Virgin as they 
see other people — three dimensional. They pray and speak with Her.

The Blessed Mother granted to confide ten secrets to each visionary 
(some are chastisements for the world). Some of the visionaries have 
received all ten secrets. Our Lady promised to leave a visible sign at 
the original site of the apparitions in Medjugorje, for all humanity. In 

the meantime, this period of grace is for conversion and a deepening 
of faith. After the visible sign, those still living will have little time for 
conversion.

Father Jozo Zovko, who was the pastor of St. James when the 
apparitions began, has spoken about what he calls “the weapons” 
or “the five stones” of Our Lady (as in the story of Goliath). They are 
PRAYER with the heart, especially the Rosary;  EUCHARIST;  BIBLE;  
monthly CONFESSION; and FASTING.

The publisher recognizes and accepts that the final authority 
regarding the apparitions at Medjugorje rests with the Holy See.

To borrow an original prayer cloth from Medjugorje for a  
week, send a self-addressed stamped envelope to the address 
below. You must include your phone number. If you want a 
prayer cloth we made to keep, send a self-addressed stamped 
business size (4 1/8” x 9 1/2”) envelope with $.70 postage on it.


